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Bertha arrived in this world in 1924, in a sod house in rural Nebraska.  
Weighing only 4 ½ pounds, she spent her first few days in a basket behind 

the kitchen stove while her family prayed for her survival.  She had an older 
brother and sister and her parents provided for the family through farming. 

     In the midst of the great depression, Bertha was 
ready to begin high school and her family could not 
afford $15 each month for the dormitory at the 

nearest school in Curtis.  Luckily, Bertha's mother 
had a friend in Curtis, whose daughter, Evelyn, was 
Bertha’s age and they hosted Bertha for $3 a month.  
Evelyn and Bertha remained lifelong friends.   

     During the school year, when Bertha needed 15 

cents for paper, her brother gave her the few     
pennies that he had in his piggy bank - the only 
money in their home.  Her teacher was very kind 
and used this money to buy her paper. 

     Bertha graduated in 1941 and her first job was at 

St. Anthony Hospital in Denver, where she lived with 
a cousin in a room at the hospital.  After a year and 

a half, Bertha returned to Nebraska to help care for her mother who was ill.  

Her mother died when Bertha was 19 and she says that her mother's early 
death “had a great impact on her life.” 

Next up was community college in McCook, where Bertha earned a two-
year degree in business.  After graduation, she was hired by the U. S.     
Bureau of Reclamation.  At a dinner party for reclamation employees,    

Bertha met Dale Magee and they were married in 1952.  Bertha says, "I  
always told him I 'married up,' and he said, 'There's no other place to go.'" 

Dale's job as a dam inspector took them all over the western United 
States, where they had two daughters - Rhonda and Nancy.  After nine 
years as a stay-at-home mom, Bertha got jobs in each new location and 

found that this was a good way to make friends.  Sadly, Dale was severely 
injured on the job but was able to work in the Bureau of Reclamation’s    
office for two years until he could get full retirement benefits.  They then 
returned to Nebraska and family, where Dale died in 1985. 

Sixteen years ago, Bertha moved to a senior community in Denver to be 

near her daughters.  As her eyesight began to fail, Bertha found that she 
needed housing with a few more services.  Assisted Living at Eaton Senior 
Communities was her choice and she describes it as "a wonderful facility 

with caretakers who are very kind." 

Bertha attends Sunday services at Eaton's West Alameda Community 

Baptist Church.  On-site physical therapy helped her "a lot" with a recent 
shoulder injury and she tries not to miss Bingo.  Bertha says that Nancy & 
Jim, her daughter and son-in-law, are her “crutches during this time of her 

life.”  She has many interesting stories to share and Bertha is a valued   
member of our community. 

Our Spring Fundraiser 
raised over $54,000 to 

support Assisted Living 
operations! 

Thanks to our each of our 
donors and our sponsors:  

GOLD-FirstBank 
SILVER-US Bank 

Bauerle and Company  

CONTACT US 
President & CEO 
  David Smart 303-937-3010 

Chief Operating Officer 
  Diana Delgado 303-937-3096 

Director of Comm. Dev. 
  Anna Agazio 303-937-5107 

Director of Assisted Living 
  Jason Weber 303-937-3098 

Director of Leasing  
  Jessica Culey 303-937-3186 

Foundation Administrator 
  Liz Grieser 303-937-3088 

Eaton Senior Communities 
  303-937-3000 
  303-937-3090 fax 

EATON SENIOR COMMUNITIES ROLLS OUT 
ITS “FOOD TRUCK with a MISSION!” 

Homestyle Meals with a Fresh Twist! 

The idea for an Eaton Healthy food truck 
was developed as a way to address food    

insecurity for low-income seniors.       
Apartment residents may not have easy 

access to nutritious meals, threatening their 
ability to remain independent.  By taking   

affordable, healthy meal options to this  
population, Eaton Healthy seeks to provide 
crucial support by helping them remain     
independent for as long as possible. 

Each week, the truck will visit a variety of low-income senior communities 
to provide nutritious and fresh meal options at an affordable price.  

 



Phone: 303-937-3000 

E-mail:  foundation@eatonsenior.org 

Website:  www.eatonsenior.org 

Eaton Senior Communities  

333 South Eaton Street 
Lakewood, CO 80226 

More Robots are Visiting Eaton Residents 

     It all started five years ago with the Computer Engineering  
Department at the University of Denver - the idea to create a  
companion bot/social robot for seniors who live alone.  Last year, 

Professor of Computer Engineering, Dr. Mohammad Mahoor, and 
one of his students began testing their "e-Bear" (a large teddy 
bear that can speak, read and show facial expressions) at Eaton 
Senior Communities. Eaton residents were invited to participate in 
this venture and provide feedback on their experiences.  

     Today, "RYAN" (a humanoid) is the new prototype and can 
show and read expressions, recognize voices and emotions, and 
serve as a reminder for exercise, meetings, etc.  A tablet computer 

in the robot's belly offers the opportunity to play games, look at a photo album of the resident's family, 

listen to the resident's favorite music or watch a video. 

Currently, three RYAN social robots are living with Eaton residents during this phase of the study.  
Every 4 to 6 weeks the robots are moved to new resident homes and so far, everyone is sad to see 
them leave and would prefer to keep them longer. 

Dr. Mahoor has set up a business - DreamFace Technologies, LLC - to develop this software further 

and conduct a user discovery and feasibility study, with the goal of manufacturing these robots in part-
nership with the University of Denver.  His hope is to eventually rent them to individual seniors or senior 
housing communities.  The current funding from the National Science Foundation for Robotics Research 
and Development expires in August and Dr. Mahoor is seeking funding to continue this program. 

Go to Eaton Senior Communities' Facebook page to watch Hugo and "Annie" interacting.   

   "Colorado History" and "Introduction to Classical Music" are 
the two core classes comprising Eaton Senior Communities' Summer 

School.  Extra credit classes, include "The Secret Life of Owls" and 
"Travelers, Gypsies, Tramps and Thieves." 

Diplomas will be awarded at a September Graduation Party to      
residents who attend four classes.  The competition is strong to 
"graduate with honors" by earning more than four credits! 

Summer School Should Not Be This Much Fun! 

If you are interested in supportive housing in a warm and caring community,  
please contact Anna Agazio at 303-937-5107 for Assisted Living  

or Jessica Culey at 303-937-3186 for Senior Apartments. 

Read weekly stories at: 

www.facebook.com/

eatonseniorcommunities 

Most photos provided courtesy of Debbie Koop Photography 303-239-9490 

LeadingAge Innovations 
Fund - Replicable Wellness  
  Coaching Partnership Model 

A.V. Hunter Trust, Inc.     

  Eaton’s Wellness Program 

Schlessman Family Found.  
  Eaton’s Resident Advocate 

Lakewood Legacy Found. 
  Nu-step Recumbent Cross  
    Trainer 

   You are invited to Eaton Senior 
Communities Foundation’s annual  

Balcony Garden Party on Wednesday, 
September 21st, 5:30 - 7:30 pm. 

   A fun and relaxed evening includes 

a self-guided tour of Eaton’s balconies 
and gardens with tour stops featuring 
hors d’oeuvres and beverages. 

   Tickets are $25 and will go on sale 
in  August.  Contact Liz Grieser for 
more information or to sign up as an 

event sponsor at 303-937-3088. 

SAVE THE DATE for Eaton’s  
Balcony Garden Party! 

GRANTS RECEIVED 

this year 


